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NEWS FROM NG2
NEW ARRIVAL #1 
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Benjamin Gavanon completed his loan switch to Forest and vowed to make the most of the opportunity. The 22 year old midfielder has joined The Reds on loan for the remainder of the season from French club Olympique Marseille after two successful trial spells at The City Ground. And he told the Official Website: "This is a great opportunity for me and I will do everything I can to make a success of my time at The City Ground. "I hope I can bring something a little different to the squad and make an impact on the first team between now and the end of the season. "Gavanon made his debut for Marseille last season but has struggled to make his mark this term. I've played in a few friendlies and twice as a substitute in League games but I haven't figured as often as I would have liked," he revealed. In the meantime, 'Benji' is growing accustomed to life in England. He added: "I have been made to feel very welcome by everyone at the club. "I don't speak much English, so having Matthieu Louis-Jean and Mickael Antoine-Curier around has been very helpful." His squad number is 23. 

NEW ARRIVAL #2
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Davy Oyen launched his Nottingham Forest career in earnest on Tuesday 4 February; The 27 year old Belgian international completed a free transfer switch to Forest from Anderlecht. He arrived in England on Monday 3 February and trained for the first time with his new team-mates and declared: "I hope it won’t be too long before I’m being considered by the manager for a game with the first team. In Belgium we have a mid-season break and I know I need to work a little bit on my fitness and sharpness but I’m pretty sure I will soon get myself in shape." Oyen, who has been allocated squad number 21, added: "It has always been my ambition to one day play in England because the standard of football here is so good. I’m delighted to have that opportunity with such a famous club as Nottingham Forest." 

SHOCK DEPARTURE! 
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David Prutton completed a £2.5million move from Forest to Southampton on Friday 31 January where he signed a four and a half year contract. However, the deal was not completed in time for Prutton to make his debut for the Premier League side against Manchester United the following day. David reflected on his six years as a Forest player and admitted: "I’ve loved every minute of it." The England Under 21 international had been associated with Forest since he was 14 and he told the Official Website: "I owe so much to everyone at Nottingham Forest, particularly Paul Hart. Paul has had a massive influence on my career - he’s my mentor and I would like to thank him for what he has done for me. I’ve made a lot of good friends during my time at Forest, both among the playing and backroom staff and the office staff. "It’s a wrench to leave because it’s such a marvellous club and I know it will always have a place in my heart. The fans have always been brilliant with me and I would like to thank them for that. I just felt the time was right for me to move on. I have never made any secret of my ambition to play in the Premier League and I’m grateful to Southampton for giving me that opportunity. "I just hope it’s not too long before I’m playing against Forest in a Premier League fixture. It would be marvellous if I got that chance next season." 
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YOUNG DEFENDER JOINS THE ACADEMY

Young defender, Justin Roberts, has joined the Youth Academy from Dulwich Hamlet and although Justin is still ‘learning his trade’ he has shown a great deal of potential. 
LATEST FIXTURE INFORMATION

Leicester City (Away) match now on Monday March 31st at 7:45 for Sky Broadcasting however this is an International weekend so could possibly be postponed. Watch this space!
NEXT TELEVISED GAMES! 
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Gillingham v Forest on Tue 4 Mar (kick-off 19:45). 

Forest v Grimsby Town on Mon 10 Mar (kick-off 19:45). 

Leicester City v Forest Mon 31 Mar (kick-off 19:45).  



KIDS FOR A QUID 2003
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The following match has been designated ‘Kids for a Quid’ by the club. 

Grimsby Town 8 March 2003. 

NATHAN SHAW – RIP

The funeral of Nathan Shaw, who tragically lost his life before Forest’s game at Burnley last month, was held on Friday 10 January 2003. Nottingham Forest was represented by Chief Executive Mark Arthur, Academy Director Bob Fairhall, Paul White Club Secretary and first team players David Johnson and Jack Lester. Mr Arthur said: “It was a very sad day for everyone connected with Nottingham Forest Football Club. “It was clear that Forest was a very important part of his life and it is such a tragedy that something like this should happen to a very genuine person who was following one of his great loves. “The more we discovered about Nathan, the more we realised that he was a very caring person who was extremely popular with everyone he came into contact with. “We have been deeply saddened by the loss of Nathan and our thoughts are very much with his family and friends.” Burnley Football Club was also represented at the service. 
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THE HEADLINES, NEWS AND RUMOURS!

Sat 11 Jan
Nationwide League Division One
PNE V Forest (Postponed – Frozen Pitch) 



FA Premier Academy 
Wolves U17’s v Forest U17’s (Postponed – Weather) 



FA Premier Academy 
Forest U19’s 1
Wolves U19’s 1

Forest’s game against Preston North End at Deepdale postponed. A local referee inspected the frozen surface at 4pm on Friday and it was decided that with sub zero temperatures forecast overnight, there was no way the pitch would be declared playable. Preston do not have under soil heating. 

The FA request further information before a decision can be taken on whether to punish Paul Hart for an altercation with a referee.

The Football Association charge Jack Lester with the use of violent conduct against Ipswich in November. If found guilty, Lester will be given a ban which will be determined by an FA commission after they have heard all the evidence.

Richard Jeffrey made his comeback for Forest in the U19’s match against Wolves after some time out following a hernia operation. 

Sun 12 Jan
Paul Hart has been keeping his players in shape during the cold spell by making use of a state-of-the-art training facility. The training pitches as Forest's training ground have been frozen over and out of bounds to the players but they have continued their work at a new indoor training facility at the Wilford Lane Academy site. Hart said: "The weather simply has not been a problem this season because we have been able to use the indoor facility at the Academy.
"It's a great facility to have and it means we have been able to do all our usual work, even though the training pitches have been frozen solid," he added on the club's website. 


Mark McCammon, a forward at Brentford is a ‘Forest Target’ according to one daily tabloid? 


Jody Morris of Chelsea is the second reported ‘Forest Target’ in another tabloid? 

Mon 13 Jan   Mikael Antoine-Curier and French trialist Benjamin Gavanon score in Forest reserves' 2-0 friendly victory over Mansfield Town reserves.


Paul Hart said he was disappointed that his players had a free weekend following the early postponement of the Preston game as he was desperately hoping the game would go ahead to get his side back on a winning track.  


Former Scotland coach Craig Brown tips Chris Doig to follow Gareth Williams into the senior international squad.

Tue 14 Jan  
FA Premier Reserve League  
Forest Reserves 4
Southampton Reserves 0


Des Walkers plays for an hour of the reserve game to prove his fitness after recovering from a thigh injury that has troubled him for the last month.

Paul Hart rubbished weekend speculation linking him with a move for Brentford striker Mark McCammon.

Wed 15 Jan 
Four European trialists are given the chance to impress Paul Hart and his coaching staff. They include 27 year old Belgian international full back Davy Oyen, who is currently with Anderlecht. He has joined Dutch Under-21 winger Ibad Muhamadu from FC Twente Enschede, 21 year old midfielder Benjamin Gavanon from Marseille and Julien Viale, a 19 year old striker who plays for Lyon. 


Capital One is set to be Forest's new sponsor? The US financial services giant, whose UK operation is based in Nottingham, is to succeed Pinnacle Insurance as the Reds' main backers. The deal is understood to be worth between £5-6million to Forest. 
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Fri 17 Jan 
Christian Edwards joins Oxford on a month's loan. 


The four trialists who spent a week at the City Ground, Benjamin Gavanon, Ibad Muhamadu, Davy Oyen and Julien Viale, have all returned home with Paul Hart to decide whether he will be following up his interest. (But see next sentence!) 


Olympique Marseille have agreed to loan midfielder Benjamin Gavanon to Forest until June and Forest will then have the option to buy him at the end of the season and are considering the offer.


Paul Hart dismissed reports that he is interested in signing Oldham defender Fitz Hall and Peterborough midfielder Jimmy Bullard.

David Prutton vowd to improve his poor disciplinary record after missing six matches through suspension following two dismissals and five bookings.
Sat 18 Jan 
League Division One 
Forest 1

Coventry City 1



FA Premier Academy 
Everton U19’s 0
Forest U19’s  1



FA Premier Academy 
Forest U17’s  
0
Everton U17’s  1



Des Walker limps off just minutes into the 1-1 draw with Coventry. 



Jon Olave Hjelde hits out at Forest after they decided against offering the experienced 


Norwegian a new contract.

Sun 19 Jan 
Liam Kearney grabbed the Republic of Ireland’s consolation goal in their 2-1 defeat at the hands of South Korea.  

Sunday’s Tabloid Rumours. David Prutton being sold to Southampton for £2.5m (See 31 Jan entry) and a £4m bid from Manchester United for Michael Dawson rejected by Forest!
Mon 20 Jan 
Paul Hart charged by the FA with improper conduct and the use of abusive language to a match official.


Brian Clough was today recovering from his ten-hour liver transplant at the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle.
 Tue 21 Jan
FA Premier Reserve League  
D**by Reserves 2
Forest Reserves 3


Paul Hart in hospital having treatment for a neck problem. 

Des Walker could be sidelined for as long as two months due to a torn quad muscle in his left thigh. 


Tony Vaughan joined Scottish Premier Division side Motherwell on trial.


Jon Olav Hjelde revealed he was told he was to be offered a new contract a fortnight ago, only to see it fail to materialise. 

Wed 22 Jan
Forest to run the rule over Anderlecht defender Davy Oyen. The 27-year-old Belgian left-back will spend a further week at the City Ground on trial.

Jack Lester requests a personal hearing at the Football Association to respond to their charge of violent behaviour.

Liam Kearney was not involved in the Republic of Ireland's 3-2 win over host country the United Arab Emirates. Tom Groves and James Biggins arrive in Egypt ahead of England U18s'  match against Burkina Faso in the Meridien Cup. 

Thu 23 Jan
Paul Hart returns to work after receiving treatment for a neck problem.

First-team coach Ian Bowyer admits the loss of Des Walker to injury is a blow, but says it offers others the opportunity to make their mark.


Fri 24 Jan
Forest complete the loan signing of Marseille midfielder Benjamin Gavanon for the remainder 

of the season with a view to permanent switch to The City Ground.
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Sat 25 Jan
Nationwide League Division One
Preston North End 1

Forest 1
Tue 28 Jan
Brian Clough "progressing very well" after undergoing a successful liver transplant. 
Fri 31 Jan
Michael Dawson agrees a new five-and-a-half-year contract with Forest. 


David Prutton joins Southampton for £2.5m. 


Andy Reid and John Thompson called up to the Republic of Ireland Under-21 squad for their friendly against Scotland Under-21s on February 11. 


Aberdeen midfielder Roberto Bisconti joined Forest on a week's trial. The transfer-listed Belgian, who is out-of-contract at the end of the season, played in a behind-closed-doors friendly against South Korea Under-20s. 

Sat 1 Feb 
League Division One 
Wimbledon 2

Forest 3



Tony Vaughan joins Motherwell on loan for the rest of the season. 



NAC Breda’s Moroccan striker Ali Boussanbon shuns a move to Forest? 

Paul Hart hopes the 3-2 win at Wimbledon will spark a run of results from his side as they look to keep up their promotion push.

Sun 2 Feb 
Brian Clough formally discharged from hospital three weeks after his liver transplant. 
Mon 3 Feb 
FA Premier Reserve League  
Spurs Reserves 2
Forest Reserves 1

Jack Lester's early strike was unable to prevent Forest reserves losing 2-1 against Tottenham at Stevenage Borough. 

Manchester City agree to loan Darren Huckerby to Forest for the rest of the season.

Forest will not follow up their interest in Belgian midfielder Roberto Bisconti following a week's trial at the City Ground.



Jim Brennan called up for Canada's friendly against Libya.  


Tom Groves completes 90 minutes as England U-18s defeated hosts Egypt, 1-0, in the Meridien Cup.


Paul Hart admitted Forest had been unable to agree personal terms with NAC Breda striker Ali Boussabon.


Des Walker is given the all-clear to resume light training.


Paul Hart challenges Eugen Bopp or John Thompson to fill the void left by David Prutton's City Ground exit to Southampton.

Tue 4 Feb
Darren Huckerby's agents say the Manchester City striker has yet to agree a loan move to Forest and is leaving his options open.


Gareth Williams and Chris Doig included in the Scotland Under 21 squad for the game against the Republic of Ireland. 


Davy Oyen finally arrives at Forest and completed his free transfer from Anderlecht. His arrival in Nottingham was delayed due to the extreme weather conditions.

Wed 5 Feb
Davy Oyen is convinced that he has the chance to fulfil his dream of playing in the Premiership after signing for Forest. 

Thu 6 Feb
David Johnson admits he is setting his sights on smashing through the 30-goal barrier this season.


Huckerby latest! "There is a fair chance that the Forest situation will progress," said his agent Phil Smith. Huckerby is also being pursued by Coventry and Wolves.
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Fri 7 Feb
Leicester boss Micky Adams revealed that he would not move for Forest loan target Darren Huckerby because he is too expensive. 

Sat 8 Feb 
League Division One 
Forest 2

Crystal Palace 1



FA Premier Academy 
Forest U19’s 1
Huddersfield U19’s  0



FA Premier Academy 
Crewe U17’s  5
Forest U17’s  1

Darren Huckerby in the crowd to watch Forest beat Crystal Palace. 

Mon 10 Feb 
Paul Hart reveals he is thankful for a fortnight’s inactivity on the field to get David Johnson back to full fitness as he took something of a battering against Palace. Matthieu Louis-Jean also took a knock against Palace. 


Midlands rivals Coventry City pull the plug on their interest of Darren Huckerby due to their inability to fund a deal. 

Darren Huckerby on the brink of joining Forest on loan for the rest of the season after Paul Hart revealed talks are planned for this week? 


Twenty-three goal striker David Johnson urges Darren Huckerby to join Forest. 


Paul Hart is confident he has won the race to sign Darren Huckerby until the end of the season. 

**************************************************************************************************
BRIAN CLOUGH - UPDATE
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Brian Clough was formally discharged from hospital on Sunday 2 February, three weeks after his liver transplant. The 67-year-old former D**by and Nottingham Forest manager had the operation in Newcastle after being diagnosed with cirrhosis and cancer of the liver. A hospital spokeswoman said Clough, who won league titles at the Baseball Ground and the City Ground - where he also won two European Cups - was signed off after a weekend convalescing back in D**by. "He was sent home on Friday for leave and after returning to the hospital he was formally discharged on Sunday. He has done very well and doctors were very pleased with his progress. He will come back for regular check-ups."

Note by the Editor. 

I sent a message to Brian Clough on behalf of all the Branch Members wishing him a speedy recovery via the Nottingham Evening Post Website. 

**************************************************************************************************

ANSWERS TO RICHARDS BUMPER QUIZ – ISSUE 15
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Dates for your DIARY feb, mar & apr 2003
(Subject to change)

	DATE
	EVENT
	VENUE
	K.O.

	Tue 11 Feb
	Forest Reserves v Wimbledon Reserves
	City Ground
	19:00

	Tue 11 Feb
	Birthday - Branch Member Kevin Durrant 18th  
	-
	-

	Thu 13 Feb
	Birthday – Forest Star Chris Doug
	-
	-

	Sat 15 Feb
	Sheffield United v Forest
	POSTPONED
	------

	Sat 15 Feb
	Newcastle United U19 v Forest U19
	-
	-

	Sat 15 Feb
	Forest U17 v Reading U17
	Wilford Lane
	11:00

	Tue 18 Feb
	Forest Reserves v West Ham United Reserves
	City Ground
	19:00

	Sat 22 Feb
	Forest v Stoke City
	City Ground 
	15:00

	Sat 22 Feb
	Birthday – Forest Star Matthieu Louis-Jean
	-
	-

	Sun 23 Feb
	Birthday – Branch Member Mick Smith 40th 
	-
	-

	Mon 24 Feb
	Final Date for Monies to be with Branch Secretary for Norwich game
	-
	-

	Mon 24 Feb
	Chelsea Reserves v Forest Reserves
	
	

	Sat 1 Mar
	Watford v Forest
	Vicarage Road
	15:00

	Tue 4 Mar
	Gillingham v Forest
	Priestfield Stadium 
	19:45

	Wed 5 Mar
	Birthday – Forest Star Mickael Antoine-Curier
	-
	-

	Mon 10 Mar
	Forest v Grimsby Town
	City Ground
	19:45

	Mon 24 Mar
	Final Date for Monies to be with Branch Secretary for Wolves game
	-
	-

	Sat 15 Mar
	Brighton & Hove Albion v Forest
	Withdean Stadium
	15:00

	Wed 19 Mar
	Forest v D**by County 
	City Ground 
	19:45

	Sat 22 Mar
	Forest v Norwich City
	City Ground
	15:00

	Wed 26 Mar
	Ipswich Town Reserves v Forest Reserves
	
	

	Mon 31 Mar
	Leicester City v Forest
	Walkers Stadium
	19:45

	Mon 31 Mar
	Final Date for Monies to be with Branch Secretary for Burnley game
	-
	-

	Wed 2 Apr
	Birthday - Branch Member Tim Poore
	-
	-

	Sat 5 Apr
	Ipswich Town v Forest
	Portman Road
	15:00

	Sat 12 Apr
	Forest v Wolverhampton Wanderers 
	City Ground
	15:00

	Sat 19 Apr
	Reading v Forest 
	Majesty Stadium
	15:00

	Sun 20 Apr
	Internet 6th Annual Easter Quiz Night  
	Beeston, Nott’m
	18:00

	Sun 20 Apr 
	NFSC – Annual 5-a-side Competition 
	T.B.C.
	T.B.C.

	Mon 21 Apr
	Forest v Burnley
	City Ground 
	15:00

	Sat 26 Apr
	Forest v Millwall
	City Ground
	15:00

	Sun 27 Apr
	Birthday – Branch Member Julian Snow
	-
	-

	Sun 4 May
	Rotherham United v Forest
	Millmore 
	13:30


Fixtures and times subject to change. Always check before traveling. 

Due to time limitations towards distribution there may be some key dates omitted especially in respect of the Reserve and Youth Team Fixtures. 
If you want an event published in the ‘Dates for your Diary’ Section then please let the Branch Secretary know at least one month in advance.

Material used with the kind permission of Geoff Peabody - Webmaster Nottingham Forest Official Site

www.nottinghamforest.co.uk
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�





SHEEP WATCH 14th








�





FOX WATCH 2nd 








�


TRICKY WATCH 4th





1) Craig Westcarr


2) Scot Gemmill (2) and Kingsley Black    


    (v Southampton, ZDS Cup, 1991-91)


3) Sam Widdowson


4) 94 (1997-98)


5) Ian Storey-Moore


6) Steve Chettle and Steve Stone


7) Billy Walker


8) 7-1 v Sheffield Wednesday (a) 94-95


9) Matt Gillies


10) Jim Baxter


11) QPR, Luton and Oldham


12) 16 (assuming I can count)


13) Sheffield Wednesday


14) Henry Newton


15) Bristol Rovers








16) Nigel Clough


17) Kenny Burns


18) Martin O'Neill (36 caps)


19) Chris Doig


20) Liverpool and Everton


21) John Terry


22) Jimmy Gordon


23) a) Viv Anderson, b) Stuart Pearce, c) Joe Baker,


      d) John McGovern, e) Mark Crossley


24) a) Nigel Clough, b) Phil Starbuck, c) Colin Addison


25) a) Toddi Orlygsson, b) Stern John, c) Jesper Mattsson, d) Jürgen Röber, Eugen Bopp, e) Raimondo Ponte, Marco Pascolo.  Apologies if I've missed any others!











